
 

   

Objections and Opportunities  
ACTS 11:1-30 
6/6/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 11:1-30. Read Acts 10:1-

48 or listen to “Cross-Cultural Boundaries” in the message archive.   

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. 

• Read Matthew 15:1-20. In what ways do the Pharisees’ objections to Jesus’ teaching mirror 
the apostles’ reaction to Peter’s association with the Gentiles in Acts 11? In what ways do the 

groups within both passages focus on externals rather than internals—what’s on the inside? 
How can this misplaced focus hinder evangelism, discipleship, and meeting material needs? 

LEAD  
• Ask one of your more spiritually mature group members to lead one of the discussions. Work 

with them to select a question in advance, pray with them and for them, and be ready to 

discreetly step in to redirect the discussion if necessary. 

• Emphasize the importance of being honest about our commitment to the church’s calling. Urge 
your group members to ask themselves, “Am I doing what God has already equipped and 
empowered me to do?” 

LISTEN  
• Listen through and respond in the Spirit. A couple of the discussion questions are challenging 

so you should be careful as you facilitate the discussion. 

LOVE  
• Encourage a new believer in their faith or a more spiritually mature believer who needs a 

kind word or a helping hand. 

• Pray with our family of faith at First Norfolk on Tuesday nights at 6:30pm in the chapel during 
the month of June.

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
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Objections and Opportunities  
ACTS 11:1-30 
6/6/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
When church fulfills her calling, we face objections and opportunities. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Describe one of the most difficult tasks you have tried to accomplish in life. What 
were the hurdles you faced, and how did you handle the difficulties? 

As you have looked back on that experience, what did it teach you about 
perseverance and challenges life brings your way? 

By now we have all experienced our fair share of difficulties in life; some we thrive through, while 

others may be harder to overcome. One of the important things we learn from the New Testament 
is that the people of God are not immune to challenges, both internal and external. However, the 
early church’s example reminds us when the church fulfills her calling Jesus’ followers face 
objections but also find opportunities to make Him known. 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 11:1-18 

• Acts 11 flows directly out of Peter’s encounter with Cornelius in the previous chapter. What 
did the people in Jerusalem charge Peter with upon his return from visiting Cornelius? How 

did their adherence to Mosaic law influence their response? 

• Take a closer look at Peter’s argument in verses 4-17. How did he defend himself? How did 
Peter respond to the people’s concerns while also holding up the truth he had received from 

the Lord? 

 

 

 

What are some ways we object to the way the Lord’s work is done at 
First Norfolk? Are our objections grounded in Scripture or in our 
personal preferences? Do we use our objections as excuses to sit on 
the sidelines? How should we examine the work First Norfolk is 
doing through the lens of Scripture so we can quiet down, glorify 
God, and participate in the work that lines up with His word?    

 
DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 11:19-21 

• What people groups were evangelized in Antioch and why was this significant? 

• Read verse 21 again. Read also Exodus 9:3; Luke 1:66; and Acts 4:30. How do you 
interpret the statement, “The Lord’s hand was with them”?  

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 11:22-26 

• Why did the church in Jerusalem send Barnabas to investigate what was happening in 

Antioch? 

• What do we learn about Barnabas’ character from Acts 4:36 and 11:22-26 that led the 
church at Jerusalem to select him to report to them? 

• Why did Barnabas go get Saul? What does this teach us about the ministry of making 
disciples? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 11:27-30 

• How did sending financial aid to the church in Jerusalem show that the Christians at Antioch 
were maturing spiritually? What is the connection between discipleship and giving? 

 

The church at Antioch is a model of effective evangelism. They 
evangelized within the context of their culture, they shared the 
gospel accurately and intelligently, and they did not seek glory for 
themselves. What was the result? Why might we as individuals and 
as a church adopt or adapt this model for our evangelistic efforts? 

 
DISCUSS 

Three elements of dynamic discipleship are accountability, 
encouragement, and instruction. How do we see these on display at 
the church at Antioch? How do we see them on display at First 
Norfolk? What are some other elements we can add to this list? 
How can we be more intentional in our discipleship efforts so that 
the believers we disciple become disciple makers? 

 
DISCUSS 

Are you doing all you can to meet material needs? Do you donate 
money or goods so you don’t have to interact with people because 
that’s out of your comfort zone? Do you prefer to donate time 
because it makes you look good without impacting your bank 
account? How are you giving, and why? How is this group giving, and 
why? How can we help each other give in a way that pleases God?   

 
DISCUSS 
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APPLICATION 

What objections do we sometimes face when we are working to fulfill the church’s 
calling? How should we respond to those objections when they are from our fellow 
believers? When they are from people who are not saved? 

In our passage we see how persecution was a catalyst for the spread of the gospel. 
What other catalysts do we have in our society that we can use as opportunities to 
share the gospel?  

PRAYER 
Thank God for the bold witness of the early believers in Antioch. Pray that He would make us a 

people who are passionate for His name to be known by those around us. Ask that He would give 
us courage and strength to thrive in spite of objections to our mission and to always be on the 
lookout for opportunities to share the gospel. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 11:1-30 

11:1-3. News that Gentiles had welcomed God’s message spread quickly because it was so 
controversial. Jews who stressed circumcision felt Peter had compromised God’s laws. This was a 
recurring source of conflict in the early church, but, informed as he was by the vision from God, 
Peter corrected those who argued against inclusion of uncircumcised Gentiles (vv. 4-18).  

11:14-17. The parallel between what happened on Pentecost and among Cornelius’s family 
proved that God was bestowing the same gifts on Jewish and Gentile believers. In this light, Peter 
rightly asks, How could I possibly hinder God?  

11:18. They became silent indicates initial caution. These Jewish believers were having to process 

the same shocking revelation that had come to Peter at Joppa and then Caesarea (10:9-16,44-
48). Eventually, however, they glorified God for what He had done. 

11:19. The Christian mission continued to spread much further afield, including areas well beyond 
Judea (Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch).  

11:20-21. The evangelization of Antioch was carried out by Cypriot and Cyrenian believers. As a 
result, Antioch became the center of the Gentile mission and the church that sent Paul out as a 
missionary (see chaps. 13 and following).  
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11:22-24. The spiritual qualities of Barnabas were obvious to the Jerusalem church (4:36-37; 
9:27). No wonder they sent him to Antioch. He was probably sent to determine the genuineness of 

the conversions taking place there and encourage them to remain true to the Lord. 

11:25. Saul (soon to be Paul, 13:9) had faded from the picture while the evangelization of 
Antioch moved forward. Once again Barnabas played a central role in involving Paul in ministry.  

11:26. The term Christians probably came from Romans who labeled Jesus’ followers in Antioch 

“little Christs.” Though it was likely intended as an offense, the label is actually an honor insomuch 
as it indicates disciples are living Christlike lives. 

11:28. Agabus was a prophet from Jerusalem who reappears in 21:10. The reign of Claudius ( 
a.d. 41-54) was marked with numerous famines in various parts of the Roman Empire. The famine 

referred to here may have occurred around 46-47, with the effects of the famine lasting for a 
number of years after that.  

11:29. The church at Antioch determined to provide relief for the believers in Judea. In so doing, 
they gave back to the churches and believers who had brought the gospel to Antioch and abroad 

in the first place.  

11:30. Some object that the early church was loosely organized and dependent on the Spirit and 
did not have offices such as elders and deacons at this early date. However, there is abundant 

evidence that formal offices existed even in the earliest stages of the church (14:23; 15:2,4,6,22-
23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; Php 1:1; 1Tim 3:1-13; 4:14; 5:17,19; Titus 1:5-9). There is nothing 
contradictory between the early church being filled with the Spirit and having leaders appointed 
to various responsibilities. The ministry of Paul was characterized by such a balance. 


